
THE REPRESENTATION OF SADNESS MEANING IN 

“SOMEONE YOU LOVED” SONG LYRICS BY ROLAND 

BARTHES SEMIOTIC 

By 

ISMAIL 

2017130019 

STRATA ONE OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

DEPARTMENT  

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

DARMA PERSADA UNIVERSITY 

JAKARTA 

2022 



THE REPRESENTATION MEANING OF SADNESS IN 

“SOMEONE YOU LOVED” SONG LYRICS BY ROLAND 

BARTHES SEMIOTIC 

 

Submitted in part-fulfillment of the requirements for obtaining 

Sarjana Linguistik (S.Li) degree 

 

 

  

 

By 

ISMAIL 

2017130019 

 

STRATA ONE OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

DEPARTMENT  

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

DARMA PERSADA UNIVERSITY 

JAKARTA 

2022



Darma Persada University | i 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY STATEMENT PAGE 

I hereby declare that the term-paper is the result of my own work and not 

plagiarism of another work, the contents has become my responbility. All the 

sources of my research and quoted or referenced have been stated correctly. 

 (  ISMAIL ) 



Darma Persada University | ii 

LETTER OF APPROVAL 

On recommendation of respective Supervisior, Academic Advisor, and Head of English 

Language and Culture Major, the term-paper submitted by Ismail (2017130019) entitled 

“The Representation Of Sadness Meaning In Someone You Loved Song Lyrics By Semiotic 

Roland Barthes” has been approved and forwarded to the English Language and Culture 

Department, Darma Persada University, for final evaluation before the term paper defense for 

obtaining Sarjana Linguistik (S.Li) degree to the resprective candidate. 

Supervisior Signature Date 

( Juliansyah, S.S, M.Pd. ) Jakarta, July 19 2022 

Head of Language and Signature Date 

Culture Department 

( Dr. Yoga Pratama, M.Pd. ) Jakarta, July 19 2022 

Academic Advisior Signature Date 

 ( Prof. Albertine Minderop, MA )  Jakarta, July 19 2022 

Nama : Ismail 

Student Number      : 2017130019 



Darma Persada University | iii 

TERM PAPER VALIDATION 

On August 05,  2022, the term paper has been academically tested and defended 

in front of 

THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS 

Ones of whom sit as follow 

Advisor : 

   Juliansyah, S.S, M.Pd. 

Examiner : 

   Alia Afiyati, S.S, M.Pd. 

Head Board of Examiners :    

 Dr. Yoga Pratama, M.Pd. 

Legally validated in Jakarta on September 12, 2022 

Dean of Faculty of Language and 

     Culuture, 

 Dr. Diah Madubrangti, S.S, M.Si 



Darma Persada University | iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim. Praise be to the Almighty Allah SWT who has been 

giving me blessing and mercy, so that I can finish this term paper entitled “The 

Representation Of Sadness Meaning In Someone You Loved Song Lyrics By 

Semiotic Roland Barthes”. 

I would like to thank to : 

1. The deepest gratitude for my advisor Juliansyah, for the advice, guidance,

support, knowledge, and encouragement to me to finish my term paper. 

2. Dr. Yoga Pratama, M.Pd. As the head of Language and Culture Department

who always giving support to all student, detail information,  and advice. 

3. Thanks to all lectures in English Language and Culture Department who have

taught me a lot knowledge and lesson since day one of the beginning until the end. 

4. My deepest gratitude also to my family, specially to my mother and father, for

their love, efforts, prays, support, money, and kindness to me. 

5. Thanks to all my friend who give me advice, help, and etc.

I hope this term paper will give benefit to readers. However, I realize that 

this term is will far from being perfect. Therefore, all criticisms and 

suggestions will be appreciated. 



 

Darma Persada University | v  
 

THE REPRESENTATION OF SADNESS MEANING IN 

“SOMEONE YOU LOVED” SONG LYRICS BY ROLAND 

BARTHES SEMIOTIC 

Ismail 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

Music is one of the expressions of someone's to convey their feelings which are poured through 

song lyrics using different languages, not the same as daily conversation namely figurative 

sentences. This research aims to analyze the representation of the meaning contained in the lyrics 

of the song "Someone You Loved" by Lewis Capaldi. This research is conducted using a qualitative 

descriptive approach. This research is conducted using the semiotic analysis technique of Roland 

Barthes. Roland Barthes' semiotics is used to describe the figurative sentences contained in the 

lyrics of the song that were chosen to represent the meaning of sadness. The object of this research 

is the video clip image capture and the lyrics of the song "someone you loved". In this research, 

there are 7 sentences of song lyrics which are analyzed through sign, denotative, connotative, and 

representation.This study focuses on the concept of representation of the meaning of sadness. This 

research also produces a representation of meaning based on the concept of sadness. The song 

"someone you loved" tells about lewis capaldi who has lost someone he loves very much, through 

that song lewis spills his emotions deeply.  

Keyword : Representation, Sadness Meaning, Song Lyrics, Semiotic.  
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THE REPRESENTATION OF SADNESS MEANING IN 

“SOMEONE YOU LOVED” SONG LYRICS BY ROLAND 

BARTHES SEMIOTIC 

Ismail 

 

ABSTRAK 

 

Musik merupakan salah satu ekspresi seseorang untuk menyampaikan perasaannya yang 

dituangkan melalui lirik lagu dengan menggunakan bahasa yang berbeda, tidak sama dengan 

percakapan sehari-hari yaitu kalimat kiasan. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis 

representasi makna yang terkandung dalam lirik lagu “Someone You Loved” karya Lewis 

Capaldi. Penelitian ini dilakukan dengan menggunakan pendekatan deskriptif kualitatif. 

Penelitian ini dilakukan dengan menggunakan teknik analisis semiotika Roland Barthes. Semiotika 

Roland Barthes digunakan untuk menggambarkan kalimat kiasan yang terkandung dalam lirik 

lagu yang dipilih untuk mewakili makna kesedihan. Objek penelitian ini adalah pengambilan 

gambar video klip dan lirik lagu “seseorang yang kamu cintai”. Dalam penelitian ini terdapat 7 

kalimat lirik lagu yang dianalisis melalui tanda, denotatif, konotatif, dan representasi. Penelitian 

ini berfokus pada konsep representasi makna kesedihan. Penelitian ini juga menghasilkan 

representasi makna berdasarkan konsep kesedihan. Lagu "seseorang yang kamu cintai" 

menceritakan tentang lewis capaldi yang telah kehilangan seseorang yang sangat dia cintai, 

melalui lagu itu lewis menumpahkan emosinya secara mendalam. 

Kata kunci : Representasi, Makna kesedihan, Lirik Lagu, Semiotik. 

  



 

Darma Persada University | vii  
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY STATEMENT PAGE ..................................... i 

LETTER OF APPROVAL ...................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

TERM PAPER VALIDATION .......................................................................... iii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ................................................................................... iv 

ABSTRACT ........................................................................................................... v 

ABSTRAK ............................................................................................................ vi 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION .......................................................................... 1 

1.1. Background of the Problem .......................................................................... 1 

1.2. Identification of the Problem ........................................................................ 3 

1.3. Limitation of the Problem ............................................................................ 3 

1.4. Formulation of the Problem.......................................................................... 3 

1.5. Objectives of the Research ........................................................................... 4 

1.6. Benefit of the Research ................................................................................ 4 

1.7. Systematic Organization of the Research ..................................................... 4 

CHAPTER II THEORITICAL FRAMEWORK .................................................  

2.1. Representation .............................................................................................. 6 

2.2. Lyrics song ................................................................................................... 9 

2.2.1. Song lyrics as communication ............................................................. 11 

2.2.2. Song lyrics as messeage ....................................................................... 11 

2.2.3 Song lyrics as symbol ........................................................................... 13 

2.3. The meaning ............................................................................................... 13 

2.3.1. The meaning type................................................................................. 14 

2.3.2. Meaning change factor......................................................................... 16 

2.3.3. Type of meaning change ...................................................................... 18 

2.4. Sadness ....................................................................................................... 19 

2.5.Semiotic ....................................................................................................... 21 

2.5.1. Semiotic by Roland Barthes ................................................................ 25 

2.6. Previous related study................................................................................. 29 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD ...............................................................  

3.1. Time and Location. ..................................................................................... 32 

3.2. Reasearch approach and method. ............................................................... 32 



 

Darma Persada University | viii  
 

3.3. Research object data. .................................................................................. 33 

3.4. Data collection technique. .......................................................................... 33 

3.5. Data analysis technique. ............................................................................. 34 

CHAPTER IV THE REPRESENTATION OF SADNESS MEANING IN 

“SOMEONE YOU LOVED” SONG LYRICS BY SEMIOTIC OF ROLAND 

BARTHES ................................................................................................................  

4.1. The Representation of Sadness Meaning ................................................... 37 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION ........................................................................... 46 

REFERENCE .................................................................................................... 536 

APPENDIX 1 SCHEME OF THE RESEARCH .................................................  

APPENDIX 2 POSTER OF THE REASEARCH ................................................  

APPENDIX 3 PRESENTATION SLIDES ...........................................................  

APPENDIX 4 TOEIC CERTIFICATE ................................................................  

APPENDIX 5 CERTIFICATES ............................................................................  

APPENDIX 6 TERM PAPER COUNSELLING FORM ....................................  

APPENDIX 7 CURRICULUM VITAE ................................................................  

 

 

  



 

Darma Persada University | ix  
 

LIST OF TABLE 

TABLE 4.1.1.  FIRST LYRICS ANALYZED ..................................................... 37 

TABLE 4.1.2.  SECOND LYRICS ANALYZED ................................................ 40 

TABLE 4.1.3.  THIRD LYRICS ANALYZED .................................................... 38 

TABLE 4.1.4.  FOURTH LYRICS ANALYED .................................................. 38 

TABLE 4.1.5.  FIFTH LYRICS ANALYZED ..................................................... 39 

TABLE 4.1.6.  SIXTH LYRICS ANALYZED .................................................... 39 

TABLE 4.1.7.  SEVENTH LYRICS ANALYZED .............................................. 39 

TABLE 4.2.1.  FIRST LYRICS DESCRIPTION ................................................. 40 

TABLE 4.2.2. SECOND LYRICS DESCRIPTION………………………….…42 

TABLE 4.2.3. THIRD LYRICS DESCRIPTION……………………………….43 

TABLE 4.2.4. FOURTH LYRICS DESCRIPTION………..…………………...44 

TABLE 4.2.5. FIFTH LYRICS DESCRIPTION………………………………. 46 

TABLE 4.2.6. SIXTH LYRICS DESCRIPTION……………………………….48 

TABLE 4.2.7. SEVENTH LYRICS DESCRIPTION…………………………..49 

 

  



 

Darma Persada University | x  
 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure 2. 1 ROLAND BARTHES SIGN MAPS. ................................................. 28 

Figure 4. 1 VISUAL 1 ........................................................................................... 40 

Figure 4. 2 VISUAL 2 ........................................................................................... 40 

Figure 4. 3 VISUAL 3 ........................................................................................... 42 

Figure 4. 4 VISUAL 4 ........................................................................................... 42 

Figure 4. 5 VISUAL 5 ........................................................................................... 43 

Figure 4. 6 VISUAL 6 ........................................................................................... 44 

Figure 4. 7 VISUAL 7 ........................................................................................... 46 

Figure 4. 8 VISUAL 8  .......................................................................................... 46 

Figure 4. 9 VISUAL 9 ........................................................................................... 48 

Figure 4. 10 VISUAL 10 ....................................................................................... 49 

 

  


