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FRAMEWORK OF THEORIES

Roland Barthes’ theory of semiotic :
Denotation, connotation, and myth.

Ferdinand de Saussure’s theory of semiotic:
Sytagms and Paradigms

Neubeck’s theory of racism form
Personal racism and institutional racism

METHOD OF THE RESEARCH

I use qualitative method using Neubeck’s theory
about racism and the types of racism to determine the
form of racism from the data in the film. And I use
Roland Barthes theory about denotation, connotation
and myth. In order to find out the myth about racism
in the film, I use Ferdinand de Saussure’s theory of

sytagms and paradigms.

BACKGROUND OF THE
RESEARCH

Film is an audio-visual mass
communication tool to present a story that
contains a message. The hidden meaning
can be found in the dialogue, character,
object, sign, etc. A sign in a film can
represent a meaning. Semiotic study is a
solution to find hidden messages through
the signs in films.A sing is something that
defines something else beyond itself. Signs
can be taken the forms of human, object,
cloth, culture, sound, gesture, picture, etc.
Roland Barthes’ concept is about
connotation, denotation, and myth. Barthes
said that the connotation that is told
continuously will become the denotation.
While myth is a system of communication
that brings a message. Knives Out is
interesting to analyze, because it has hidden
message about racism that felt by Martha
Cabrera as an immigrant from Latin
America.

CONCLUSION OF THE RESEARCH

I conclude that the film has a hidden message
of racism that experiences by Martha
Cabrera as an immigrant from Latin America
who gets bad treatment from Thrombey
family who is wealth family and White
People. The using of semiotic of Barthes and
Saussure help to find the meaning through
signs.
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Background of the Research

Film
1z one of the industry that exposed an
impact of technological development.

Semiotic
is the study of the sign

Knives Out

is a 2019 American mystery film
written and directed by Rian Johnson,

Racism

is an unfair treatment of other races,

Formulations of the Problem

1. Why does Martha get racial treatment
by the Thrombey family?
2. How is the racial treatment Martha

experiences portrayed in the film?

3. What form of racism is reflected

through the Thrombey family?
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Methods of the Research

Qualitative Barthes’ Saussure’s Neubeck’s
Method Theory Theory Theory
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Methods of the Research
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Action
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Theoritical Framework

Barthes’ Theory

Denotation — Connotation - Myth

Saussure’s Theory
Syntagmatic - Paradigmatic

Neubeck’s Theory

Personal Racism - Institutional Racism

Conclusion

Universitas
Darma
Persada

Martha is being treated differently or unfairly because of her race or ethnicity as
Hispanic or Latino and because of her status as an immigrant. The form of racism that
Martha experiences is personal racism. She is being accused, insulted, and almost

killed.
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