
THE EFFORT TO SEIZE FREEDOM ON CORA IN THE 

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD NOVEL 

 

TERM PAPER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obed Juliven Harefa 

 2017130101 

 

 

 

 

STRATA ONE (S-1) OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

UNIVERSITY OF DARMA PERSADA 

JAKARTA 

2021 



THE EFFORT TO SEIZE FREEDOM ON CORA IN THE 

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD NOVEL 

 

 

TERM PAPER 

Submitted in part-fulfillment of the requirements for Obtaining 

 Sarjana Linguistik (S.Li) Degree 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obed Juliven Harefa 

 2017130101 

 

 

STRATA ONE (S-1) OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

UNIVERSITY OF DARMA PERSADA 

JAKARTA 

2021



Universitas Darma Persada | i  

 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY STATEMENT PAGE 

 
I hereby declare that this term paper is the result of my own academic research 

under the supervision of Agustinus Hariyana, SS, M.Si and Alia Afiyati, 

S.S.,M.Pd. not a plagiarism of another work. The contents have become my 

responsibility. All the sources of my research and quoted or referenced have been 

stated correctly. 

 

Jakarta, 7 July 2021 

 

 

(Obed Juliven Harefa) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Universitas Darma Persada | ii  

 

TEST FEASIBILITY VALIDATION 

The term paper submitted by:  

Name     : Obed Juliven Harefa  

Reg. No : 2017130101  

Study Program : Strata One (S-1) of English Language and Culture   

Title of the term paper : The Effort to Seize Freedom on Cora in The 

Underground Railroad Novel  

   

has been approved by Advisor, Examiner, and Head Department of English 

Language and Culture to be tested in front of Board of Examiners on August 2, 

2021 at English Language and Culture Department, Faculty of Language and 

Culture, Darma Persada University, Jakarta.  

  

 

Advisor     : …………………………………..   

Agustinus Hariyana, SS, M.Si 

          

 

Examiner   : ..……………………………… 

Dra. Karina Adinda, MA   

          

 

Head Board of Examiner : …………………………………. 

Drs. Rusydi M. Yusuf, M.Si  

  

 

 

 



Universitas Darma Persada | iii  

 

TERM PAPER VALIDATION 

The Term Paper on August 2, 2021 has been academically tested and defended in 

front of   

THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS  

Ones of whom sit as follow  

  

  Advisor   : …………………………………..    

Agustinus Hariyana, SS, M.Si.   

    

       

  Examiner   : …………………………………..     

Dra. Karina Adinda, MA 

    

       

  Head Board of Examiner  : …………………………………..    

Drs. Rusydi M. Yusuf, M.Si 

 

Legally validated in Jakarta on August 19, 2021 

 

 

Head Department of  

English Language and Culture  

  Dean Faculty of  

Language and Culture  

      

  

  

Dr. Yoga Pratama, M.Pd.    Dr. Eko Cahyono 



Universitas Darma Persada | iv  

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Puji Tuhan, praise to Jesus Christ for His mercy and blessing that enables 

me to complete this term paper well, under the title The Effort to Seize Freedom 

on Cora In The Underground Railroad Novel. This term paper is submitted to the 

Strata One English Department of Darma Persada University as a partial 

fulfilment of the requirements for obtaining the Strata One (S-1) degree.  

I would like to say a lot of gratitude to all parties who have guided and 

supported me in finishing this term-paper. Which I listed as follows: 

1. Agustinus Hariyana, SS, M.Si as the adviser who has guided and helped me 

patiently in the preparation of this research. 

2. Aliya Afiyati, S.S, M.Pd as the reader who has checked and corrected word 

by word throughly during the writing process of this term-paper.  

3. Dr. Yoga Pratama, M.Pd as the Head of English Language and Culture 

Department. 

4. My parents and Op. Johannes Family who always given me their love and 

prayers. Thank you so much for your affection, advices, guidance, 

instruction and help in all my life. 

5. My special appreciation for Intisari Boyz n Hood, thank you for all the 

enjoyable moment that we have spent together and the enthusiasm you have 

given. Hope you all be doing great in the future.  

6. I also want to thank my chairmate Aditya Eka Putra that always there for 

me. Thank you for all the jokes you have shared with me. Hopefully, you 

will be whatever you wanted. 

Hereby, this term-paper would not be perfect work without the constructive 

suggestion and criticism from all readers. 

Bekasi, 7 July 2021 

 

 

 

 

Writer, Obed Juliven Harefa 



Universitas Darma Persada | v  

 

ABSTRACT 

Name   : Obed Juliven Harefa 

Reg. No  : 2017130101 

Study Program : Strata One (S-1) of English Language and Culture 

Title : The Effort to Seize Freedom on Cora in The Underground 

Railroad 

 

This research departs from a similar case that occurred in 2020 where a black 

citizen named George Floyd had to lose his life at the hands of a white police 

officer. The novel tells about main character faces various challenges to gain her 

dream of freedom. Through the intrinsic approaches are applied concepts: 

characterization, plot and setting. Through the extrinsic approaches are applied 

concepts: Genetic Structuralism which consists Human Facts, Collective Subject, 

World Views and The Concept of Liberty: The Positive Freedom. This study is 

the variety of qualitative research, types of library research, interpretative analysis 

using the method of data collection in the form of literary texts from the novel The 

Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead as a primary source and supported 

by some of the literatures to relate the theory, concept and the relevant definition 

as a secondary source 

 

Keywords: Characterization, Plot, Human Facts, World Views and The Positive 

Freedom  
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ABSTRAK 

Nama   : Obed Juliven Harefa 

Reg. No  : 2017130101 

Program Studi  : Strata One (S-1) of English Language and Culture 

Judul : The Effort to Seize Freedom on Cora in The Underground 

Railroad 

 

Penelitian ini berangkat dari kasus serupa yang terjadi pada tahun 2020 dimana 

seorang warga kulit hitam bernama George Floyd harus kehilangan nyawanya di 

tangan seorang polisi kulit putih.. Novel ini menceritakan tentang tokoh utama 

yang menghadapi berbagai tantangan untuk meraih mimpinya akan kebebasan. 

Melalui pendekatan intrinsik diterapkan konsep: Karakter, Alur, dan Latar. 

Melalui pendekatan ekstrinsik diterapkan konsep: Strukturalisme Genetik yang 

terdiri dari Fakta Kemanusiaan, Subyek Kolektif, Pandangan Dunia dan Konsep 

Kebebasan: Kebebasan Positif. Jenis dari penelitian ini adalah dari berbagai 

penelitian kuantitatif, jenis penelitian kepustakaan, interpretatif / analisis dengan 

menggunakan metode pengumpulan data berupa teks sastra dari novel The 

Underground Railroad karya Colson Whitehead sebagai sumber utama dan 

didukung oleh beberapa literatur untuk menghubungkan teori, konsep dan definisi 

yang relevan sebagai sumber sekunder  

 

Kata Kunci: Karakterisasi, Alur, Fakta Kemanusiaan, Pandangan Dunia dan 

Kebebasan Positif 
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