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STRATA ONE (S1) ENGLISH
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

BACKGROUND OF THE PROBLEM

Beside to exchange of accurate
information, language can be used to
deceive and misinform, one of which is
doublespeak that is classified by Lutz
(1989) into four types: euphemism,
jargon, gobbledygook and inflated
language. Since language has great
power in miscommunication, it is
important for public to have sufficient
knowledge and understanding about
language that their politicians are using
to make important decisions.

OBJECTIVE OF THE
RESEARCH

The research has objectives to
identify utterances that contain the
euphemism kind of doublespeak in
the Interview of Mike Pence at
“Politico Playbook Live” and to
expose how those utterances are
able to sway thought of its audience.

FORMULATION OF THE PROBLEM

1. What are the utterances that contain
the euphemism kind of doublespeak
in the Interview of Mike Pence at
“Politico Playbook Live”?

2. How are those utterances able to
sway thought of the audience who
watch or catch up the Interview of

Live”?

Mike Pence at “Politico Playbook

METHOD OF THE RESEARCH

The data in this research is collected
by watching the video recording and
reading the transcription of the
interview before doing both to
assure the data to be analyzed. This
research takes form of written words
and its object is an official
document, in other words this is a
descriptive qualitative research.
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Near the 2018 United States Midterm

Beside exchanging accurate Election, Politico held an interview
information, language could also be for then Vice President Mike R. Pence
used to deceive or misinform other that has euphemism kind of
people. One of the means to deceive is doublespeak used. Since public
doublespeak in which euphemism is make important decisions based on
one of its kinds. This use of language language that their politicians are
could be dangerous if it is done in using, sufficient knowledge and
public communication. understanding should be obtained

because language plays important
role in miscommunication.

g‘? Universitas
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1. What are the utterances that contain the euphemism kind of
doublespeak in the Interview of Mike Pence at “Politico Playbook Live"?

2. How are those utterances able to sway thought of the audience who
watch or catch up the Interview of Mike Pence at “Politico Playbook
Live™?
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1. Identifying utterances that contain the euphemism kind of
doublespeak in the Interview of Mike Pence at “Politico Playbook Live”.

2. How are those utterances able to sway thought of the audience who
watch or catch up the Interview of Mike Pence at “Politico Playbook
Live”?
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1. The video recording of the interview is watched from Politico
Playbook website to determine whether the research of this term

paper is feasible.

2. The transcription of the interview is retrieved from the White
House Archive before analyzing to find data which are relevant to
the research of this term paper.

3. The audio part of the video recording is listened while the
transcription is read to find missing and omit wrong data.

4. The found data is analyzed in part of conducting research of this

term paper.

Doublespeak

Doublespeak is language that
pretends to communicate that is
carefully constructed to make what is
said and reality incompatible (Lutz,
1989; Walker et al, 2021).

% Universitas
Eg Darma
o5?  Persada

Euphemism Kind of Doublespeak

Euphemism is an expression intended
by the speaker to be less offensive,
disturbing or troubling to the listener
than the word it replaces (Allan and
Burridge, 1991).

Euphemism becomes doublespeak
when it is used to mislead or deceive
(Lutz, 1989).

Types of Euphemism

Allan  (2012) categorizes
types of euphemism from
Allan and Burridge (1991)
one of which is by upgrades,
downgrades, deception and
obfuscation in which how
euphemism that is used to
deceive, therefore
doublespeak, is formed.
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Circumlocution

Circumlocution is to use more words than
necessary to express or describe the not
preferred (Kiling and Jurianto, 2016).

Understatement

Understatement is affirmative expression
which expressed by negating its contrary
alongside ironic hedges, uses ambiguity
instead of straightforwardness, which used
most by bureaucrats (Allan, 2012; Burridge,
2012).

Overstatement

Overstatement is the opposite of
understatement (Kiling and Jurianto, 2016).

“F» Universitas
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Research
Finding
and
Analysis

I

Example of Circumlocution
Datum no. 9

Part of that is building a wall, having a physical barrier. Another part of that is
making sure that our border agents have the resources and the support that they
need. Another part of that is reforming the laws and ending catch-and-release,
changing the laws, and considering changes like those we were talking about

earlier,
The preferred expression having a What is said that the wall is the only
physical barrieris used to substitute physical barrier in the border is
physical barrier. incompatible with reality that there are

non-imaginary barriers that exist
beside the wall.

Universitas

Darma
Persada

Example of Understatement
Datum no. 3

Well, first let’s recognize we have a crisis on our southern border. And while this
migrant caravan that’s coming north has been a source of great concern for
millions of Americans — | hear it everywhere | go as I travel across the country —
the truth is that we have more than a thousand people attempt to come into our
country illegally every day.

The preferred expression great concern What is said that the southern border
is used to describe the scare of some crisis scarce is just a great concern is
American populations with incoming incompatible with reality that the

immigrants. scarce is actually more meaningful and
substantial.

Universitas
Darma

Persada
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Example of Overstatement
Datum no. 3

Unemployment is at a 50-year low. Record unemployment for African Americans

and Hispanic Americans, the lowest level ever recorded. 4.2 million new jobs. A

record of delivering for the American people on national defence, on our courts,
on tax cuts, on regulatory reform.

The preferred expression regulatory What is said that reconfiguring
reform is used to replace regulatory regulation to be more market friendly
reconfiguration. is a reform is incompatible with reality
that it is just to appease conservative
voters.

Universitas
Darma
Persada

Beside exchanging accurate information, language could also be
used to deceive or misinform other people using doublespeak as
one of its means.

Euphemism is a kind of doublespeak which can be formed using
circumlocution, understatement and overstatement

The result of the research of this term paper shows that there are
twenty nine utterances of the euphemism kind of doublespeak
that can be broken down into: ten occurrences of circumlocution,
nine occurrences of understatement and ten occurrences of
overstatement.

This term paper offers a perspective of linguistics in a political
setting in which language is vitally used for communication as well
as miscommunication.
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