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ABSTRACT

Name . Tara Hanifah
Study Program . Strata One (S-1)/ English Language and Culture
Title : Women’s Language Features Used by Stephanie and

Emily in A Simple Favor Movie

This sociolinguistic-based research is aimed to examine the features and functions
of women’s language used by characters Stephanie and Emily from A Simple Favor
movie. The writer elaborates the theory of women’s language features by Robin
Lakoff (1973) namely (1) lexical hedges or fillers, (2) tag questions, (3) rising
intonation, (4) empty adjectives, (5) precise color terms, (6) intensifiers, (7)
hypercorrect grammar, (8) superpolite form, (9) avoidance of strong swear words,
and (10) emphatic stress, and combines it with the theory of women’s language
functions by Judy Pearson (1985) which refer to implicit meanings. The writer uses
the qualitive research method and focuses on the utterances performed by Stephanie
and Emily which taken from the movie and its scripts.

Key words: Gender, women’s language features, women’s language functions
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ABSTRAK

Nama : Tara Hanifah

Program Studi . Strata Satu (S-1)/Jurusan Bahasa dan Kebudayaan
Inggris

Judul . Fitur-Fitur Bahasa Wanita yang Digunakan oleh

Stephanie dan Emily dalam Film A Simple Favor

Penelitian berbasis sosiolinguistik ini bertujuan untuk menguji fitur dan fungsi
bahasa wanita yang digunakan oleh karakter Stephanie dan Emily dari film A
Simple Favor. Penulis menguraikan teori fitur bahasa wanita yang dikemukakan
oleh Robin Lakoff (1973) yaitu (1) lexical hedges or fillers, (2) tag questions, (3)
rising intonation, (4) empty adjectives, (5) precise color terms, (6) intensifiers, (7)
hypercorrect grammar, (8) superpolite form, (9) avoidance of strong swear words,
dan (10) emphatic stress, dan menggabungkannya dengan teori fungsi bahasa
wanita yang dikemukakan oleh Judy Pearson (1985) yang merujuk pada makna
tersirat. Penulis menggunakan metode penelitian kualitatif dan berfokus pada
ucapan yang dilakukan oleh Stephanie dan Emily yang diambil dari film dan
skripnya.

Kata kunci: Gender, fitur-fitur bahasa wanita, fungsi bahasa wanita

DARMA PERSADA UNIVERSITY vii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY STATEMENT PAGE.......cccociiviiiiie, [
TEST FEASIBILITY APPROVAL PAGE .....cccocco it i
APPROVAL PAGE ..ottt i
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ....oviiiiitittitsieie et 1\
ABSTRACT L.ttt ettt o et b sttt sb ettt eb e ne s e Vi
ABSTRAK ..ottt ittt ettt Bae bbbt be ettt nees vii
TABLE OF CONTENTS. . ctitiiiiiiiiiiiiiinneeiieiuiiiesnsnnsnsaceceecassnecnss viii
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION .........cciiiumiiiieieesiien s tbe s 1
1.1  Background of the Research.............ccconiiiiii i 1

1.2 Identification of the Problem ...ttt 2

1.3 Limitation of the Problem..........ccceoveieiieiie e 3

1.4 Formulation of the Problem.. ..o 3

1.5 Objective of the ReSEarch ........cc..ccooiiiieiic it 3

1.6 Method Of the RESEArC .......c..iiiiiiiiiiii e 3

1.7  Benefits of the ReSEarch ........ccccviieniiie i 4

1.8  Systematic Organization of the Research ......c.cccccocoevevevciieniiiin e 4
CHAPTER 2: FRAMEWORK OF THE THEORIES..........cccccoviiiiiiiiinne 6
2.1 SOCIONNQUISEICS STUAY ........ccverviiiiissitiie sttt sttt 6

2.2, Language and GENEr......L. i it et castnn e seeseeeaeseneibeesnesneesneas 8

2.3 WOMEN’S LANQUAGE t:utiruueerrrirnresunsssieesneeesseeanseesseesineesseesstesseesssesssessnees 10
2.3.1 Concept of Women’s Language ........cccovevvereerveiienenenesineennns 11

2.3.2 Women’s Language FEALUIES .....cciiviviiieeiiiiienie e 11

2.3.2.1 Lexical Hedges or Fillers.......c.ccccovivevivivviiieieenns 11

2.3.2.2 Tag QUESTIONS ....coviieiiiiiiiesiieieeieie e 12

2.3.2.3 RiSING INtONALION.......cviiiiiiiiiiiieee e 13

2.3.2.4 EMPLy AdJECHIVES ..o 13

2.3.2.5 Precise Color TErmS.......ccccvvvvivviereneneneseeeeeeen, 14

2.3.2.6  INtENSIFIEIS....ccvviiiiiiie e, 14

DARMA PERSADA UNIVERSITY viii



2.3.2.7 HypercorreCt Grammar ..........ccccooeeereeeiueesieenieeeninens 15

2.3.2.8 Superpolite FOrm .......cccooveviiiieiecie e 16
2.3.2.9 Avoidance of Strong Swear WOrds............cccccvennne. 17
2.3.2.10 EMPhatiC SIreSS.....ccoviriiiiininieieie e 18
2.3.3  Women’s Language FUNCLIONS .........cccooeiiieneninenceieeiees 18
2.3.3.1 To0 EXPress uncertainty.........ccooeeevererereenenenenenennns 18
2.3.3.2 TO Get RESPONSE......vviiiiieiiree it 19
2.3.3.3 To Soften an ULterance ..........ccocevveverenenenesinennens 19
2.3.3.4 To Start @ DISCUSSION ... cuueveiviniiniiiieieiee e 19
2.3.3.5 To Express Feeling or Opinion...........ccccceevvveiennenn, 19

CHAPTER 3: WOMEN’S LANGUAGE FEATURES USED BY
STEPHANIE AND EMILY IN ASIMPLE FAVOR MOVIE...........ccccccoeeni. 20

3.1 Features and Functions of Women’s Language Used by Stephanie

and Emily in A Simple Favor MOVIE...........cccociveiieciiiee e 20
3.1.1 Lexical Hedges or Fillers........cc.ccooviiiiiiiiiieieniiessiiie e 20
3.1.2 JTag QUESLIGNS N\ T-oyo -\ Nt trererenneal oo e 27
3.1.3  RISING INTONALION .....cviiirisiiiecii it a e 32
3.1 4 EMPLY AJECLIVES «....veiii ittt 34
3.1.5 Precise Color TeIMS ...t sbe e 38
3.1.6  INtENSITIErS ..o et 39
3.1.7 HypercorreCt Grammar...........c.ccveeuiieesieesinesesieeneeneseesneenenes 43
3.1.8  Superpolite FOIM .......oooviiiiiiiiie i 44
3.1.9 Awvoidance of Strong Swear Words......c.....cccceevvevveviiieeieennn, 47
3.1.10 EMPNALIC SIIESS .....eeuveiiiieiissisiee etk 50
3.2 Frequency of Women’s Language Features Used by Stephanie and
Emily in A Simple Favor MOVIE .............oovciiiiiiiiiieieeee e 52
CHAPTER 4: CONCLUSION......ooiiiiitieitseeeie e 54
SCHEME OF THE RESEARCH .....ocoviiieieee e 56
POSTER OF THE RESEARCH ..ot 57
REFERENCE ..ottt 58
CURRICULUM VITAE ...ttt 60

DARMA PERSADA UNIVERSITY



ATTACHMENT ..o 62

Data Tabulation of Women’s Language Features Used by Stephanie

and Emily in A Simple Favor MOVIE.........cccccvcveiiieiece e, 62
IMOVIE POSEET ... .eeiiieiieeiesieeie ettt e e te e e nnaesteeneeeneenne e 85
IMOVIE TTANSCIIPT ...ttt bbb 86

DARMA PERSADA UNIVERSITY



