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A FIGURATIVE MEANING ANALYSIS OF SADNESS IN
TAYLOR SWIFT’S ALBUM “THE TORTURED POETS
DEPARTMENT: THE ANTHOLOGY” (2024)

Rabbani Hakani

(banihakani@gmail.com)

ABSTRACT

This study aims to identify and analyze sadness in the album The Tortured Poets Department: The
Anthology (2024) by Taylor Swift through the use of figurative meanings with a literary psychology
approach. The research focuses on five selected songs, namely So Long, London, loml, The Black
Dog, How Did It End?, and Peter, which depict an in-depth illustration of the emotional journey of
sadness. The research method used is descriptive qualitative with content text analysis. The data
consists of song lyrics collected through content analysis techniques, then analyzed descriptively
using Reaske's (1966) theory of figurative meaning, as well as Kdvecses' (2000) concept of sadness
within the framework and scope of Endraswara's (2008) literary psychology. The results of the study
indicate that sadness in this album is depicted through the use of metaphors, personifications, and
hyperboles, which serve to concretize abstract emotions into vivid, intense, and beautiful language
imagery. Sadness is conceptualized as an emotional burden, a loss of vitality, inner darkness, and
weakness related to Taylor Swift's personal experiences as a songwriter. This study concludes that
song lyrics function not only as a musical element but also as a literary medium capable of reflecting
the psychological condition of its writer. Thus, this study contributes to the field of literary
psychology by understanding the relationship between figurative meaning, emotional expression,
and human inner experiences in song lyrics.

Keywords: Sadness, Figurative Meaning, Literary Psychology, Song Lyrics, Taylor Swift
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ANALISIS MAKNA KIASAN KESEDIHAN DALAM ALBUM
TAYLOR SWIFT “THE TORTURED POETS DEPARTMENT:
THE ANTHOLOGY?” (2024)

Rabbani Hakani

(banihakani@gmail.com)

ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengidentifikasi dan menganalisis kesedihan dalam album The
Tortured Poets Department: The Anthology (2024) oleh Taylor Swift melalui penggunaan makna
kiasan dengan pendekatan psikologi sastra. Penelitian ini berfokus pada lima lagu yang dipilih,
yaitu So Long, London, loml, The Black Dog, How Did It End?, dan Peter, yang menggambarkan
ilustrasi mendalam tentang perjalanan emosional kesedihan. Metode penelitian yang digunakan
adalah deskriptif kualitatif dengan analisis teks konten. Data terdiri dari lirik lagu yang
dikumpulkan melalui teknik analisis konten, kemudian dianalisis secara deskriptif menggunakan
teori makna kiasan Reaske (1966), serta konsep kesedihan menurut Kévecses (2000) dalam
kerangka dan lingkup psikologi sastra Endraswara (2008). Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa
kesedihan dalam album ini digambarkan melalui penggunaan metafora, personifikasi, dan
hiperbola, yang berfungsi untuk mewujudkan emosi abstrak menjadi citraan bahasa yang hidup,
intens, dan indah. Kesedihan dikonseptualisasikan sebagai beban emosional, kehilangan vitalitas,
kegelapan batin, dan kelemahan yang terkait dengan pengalaman pribadi Taylor Swift sebagai
penulis lagu. Penelitian ini menyimpulkan bahwa lirik lagu berfungsi tidak hanya sebagai elemen
musik tetapi juga sebagai media sastra yang mampu mencerminkan kondisi psikologis penulisnya.
Dengan demikian, penelitian ini memberikan kontribusi pada bidang psikologi sastra dengan
memahami hubungan antara makna kiasan, ekspresi emosional, dan pengalaman batin manusia
dalam lirik lagu.

Kata kunci: Kesedihan, Makna Kiasan, Psikologi Sastra, Lirik Lagu, Taylor Swift

Darma Persada University | vii


mailto:banihakani@gmail.com

TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTELECTUAL PROPERTY STATEMENT ......ooiimmreeeiinnirne s i
LETTER OF APPROVAL ... s s s s s i
TERM PAPER VALIDATION .....ccoiiiiimmmmmeeninnnrssnsssssss s sssssssssns iii
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .......cciiiiiiiiinnrnessssssss s ssssssssssss s s s sssmssssssssns iv
N 3 1 20 N vi
B A 0 vii
TABLE OF CONTENTS....cittieeeiiiiiirirnnssssssssss s s sssnsssssssssssssssssnnsssssssns viii
LIST OF TABLES .....o it s s s s Xi
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION w 1
1.1 Background of the Problem............c.cocoveriiiiiiniiiiciiceecee, 1
1.2 Identification of the Problem...........cccccoveriiiniiiiniiniiiieeeeeeee 3
1.3 Limitation of the Problem............c.ccooooiiiiiiiiiiiie 4
1.4 Formulation of the Problem.............ccoccooiiiiiiiniiii 4
1.5 Objective of the Research...........cocoevviievieniiiiiiiiieiecececee e, 5
1.6 Benefit of the Research...........coocoiiiiiiiiii 5
1.7 Systemic Organization of the Research............c.ccoocceiiiiiinniinnnn. 5
CHAPTER 2: THEORITICAL FRAMEWORK........cccecesveerurssersnssansassaeces 8
2.1 Literature and LyTiCS.....c.uieiuiieiiiieiieeie ettt 8
2.1.1 Definition of LIterature .........ccccccoceevienieiieeniieieniceeeieecesee e 8
2.1.2 Lyrics 10 GeNeTal ........cocueiiiriiiiieriiniieiieieeecteetese et 9
2.1.3 Song Lyrics and Poetry LyTiCs ......c.cccoeevierieiienieniiniinicneeieneenieeenn 9

2.2 Literary PSyChOlOZY .....ccuvieiiiiiiiieieeeieeeeeee e 9
2.3 Figurative Meaning...........cccuveeviieeiieeeiieeeiee et evee e e 10
2.3.1 Types of Figurative Meaning ...........ccceecueevuierieenienieeiieeieeieesiie e 11
2.3. 1.1 Metaphor....cc.coeiiiiiieiieeieeee e et 11

2.3.1.2 PersonifiCation ........ccceeeueeriienieeniieeieeee e 11

2.3. 1.3 HYPerbOole .....oooouiieeiieeieeeeeee et 12

B S 0 1 ;1) SRR 12
2.5  Conceptualization of Sadness.........cceeeeevieeiiiiniieiieieeeee e 12
2.6 Previous of Related Studies.........ccccvveviiiiiniiniiiinieneeeceecee 13

Darma Persada University | viii



CHAPTER 3: RESEARCH METHODS 16

3.1  Time and LOCAtioN ......cccuevieriiiiiiieniieiceesceeeeecee et 16
3.2 Research Approach and Methods ..........ccceeecviieviiieeciieeciie e, 16
3.3 Research Objects and Data..........cccccueeeeiiiiniiiieciieeeee e 17
3.4  Data Collection TeChniques .........ccceeevieriierieeiiieniieiesie e 17
3.5  Data Analysis TeChNIQUES........cceeruieriieriieiieeiieeie e 18

CHAPTER 4: A FIGURATIVE MEANING ANALYSIS OF SADNESS IN
TAYLOR SWIFT’S ALBUM “THE TORTURED POETS DEPARTMENT:

THE ANTHOLOGY?” (2024) «cuuiueiniiniiniieiiiiiieiieiiiiniiasieciecncsacscncnn 19
4.1 Analysis of Sadness Through the Figurative Meaning in the Lyrics of So
LONG, LOMAON. ...ttt 19

i W LY (51721 o) 1 10 ) TSRS 19
4.1.2 PerSONIfICAtION ..couvieeeriieriietieiieieeie ettt 28
4.1.3 HYPEIDOIE ..ottt ettt s ens 29

4.2 Analysis of Sadness Through the Figurative Meaning in the Lyrics of lom!
........................................................................................ 33
4.2.1 MEtAPROT ...cccviiiiiieiieeiie ettt ettt eee et stee et eaeesae e beeeebeeeneensaens 33
4.2.2 PersonifiCation ........ccc.eerieriiieiieiieenieeieeiee et 42
4.2.3 HYPEIDOLE ..ottt 44
4.3 Analysis of Sadness Through the Figurative Meaning in the Lyrics of The
BlACK DOG ..ottt 46
4.3 \MetaphoN . fUf.A... ;e T LA ndoaloenneccccc e 46
4.3.2 PersonifiCation ........cccueereeriueenieiieeieeieeite et 50
4.3.3 HYPErbOLe ..ot 52
4.4 Analysis of Sadness Through the Figurative Meaning in the Lyrics of How
Did It ENG? ..ottt 54
A 3 LY, (5121 0] 1 10 ) (O RRS 54
4.4.2 PerSONIfICAtION ....ccueeveriiiiiiieeieieeieees et 57
4.4.3 HYPEIDOIE ..ottt 58

4.5 Analysis of Sadness Through the Figurative Meaning in the Lyrics of Peter
........................................................................................... 60
4.5.1 MEtaPROT ...cuviiiiiiiiecie ettt 60

Darma Persada University | ix



4.5.2 PerSONITICALION .. eeee 65

4.5.3 HYPEIDOIE ..ottt 66
CHAPTER 5: CONCLUSION ...ccutiriereesensusssssassassssssssssosssssssssssssasssssasssssssossss 69
REFERENCES .......ooiiiieeeeeee ettt sae st eae s 71
APPENDIX 1: SCHEME OF THE RESEARCH ..............ccccoooiiiiiiie, 76
APPENDIX 2: POSTER OF THE RESEARCH ............ccoooiiiiiiiiiie, 77
APPENDIX 3: PRESENTATION SLIDES ........coooiiiiiiieieeeeeeee e 78
APPENDIX 4: TOEIC CERTIFICATE .........cccoooiiiieieieeeeeee e 79
APPENDIX 5: CERTIFICATES ......cooiiiieeeeeeeeee e 80
APPENDIX 6: TERM PAPER COUNSELLING FORM ................cccoe.... 81
APPENDIX 7: TURNITIN RESULT ........ccooviiiiiieee e 84
APPENDIX 8: CURRICULUM VITAE .......ccoooiiiiiieeeee e 85

Darma Persada University | x



LIST OF TABLES
Table 3.1: Timeline of the ReSEarch .......cccoeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 14

Darma Persada University | xi



